Bowling Green Etiquette

	Before the Game
Dress appropriately and ensure that you know the dress code for each game or match. Ensure that you have sufficient time before the start time.in order tp change and pay rink fees etc.
Make sure that you know the rules of the competition that you are playing
Enter and leave the bowling green at designated points or from the end of your rink. Do not walk across rinks that other people are using. Do not walk in front of a player who is on the mat and about to bowl. Do not stand or sit on the bank, as your feet will be on the edge of the green
Greet members of your own team and your opponents at the start of the game. Shake hands at the start and the end of the game
Do not use mobile phones on the green. Switch of or set to silent before you begin
Smoking or drinking are not allowed on the green

At the Mat End
If you are at the same end as the player delivering a bowl you must stand at least 1 metre behind the mat thus staying out of the players line of vision
Do not move around when other players are about to deliver a bowl. Stand well back keep quiet and do nothing that could distract the bowler. Be aware on sunny days where your shadow is falling is it a distraction to the bowler
Pay attention to the game and be ready to play when it is your turn. Before delivering the bowl watch for any signals from your skip. Stay on the mat until your bowl has come to rest again to see any signal from your skip
Always approach the mat from the left and leave the mat from the right saves collisions
Do not cause damage to the green by dropping your bowls on the green or delivering a bowl from the wrong height.

Changing Ends
Keep to your own rink and try not to wander or disturb players on adjacent rinks. Walk as close as possible to the centre of the rink but do not walk through the head. Exchanging a few word as you cross with your skip is fine but do not stop and hold a conversation as the opponents skip may be waiting to bowl.
At the Head	
Just as at the mat end you should stand well behind the head and jack or even on the rink surround if the jack is in the ditch Don’t move around or do anything that might distract a player who is about to deliver a bowl 
Some players like to see the rink centre marker or the rink boundary markers do not obstruct the bowlers line of sight Do not let your shadow fall on the jack or the surrounding head
Observe the rules of possession of the rink The law states Possession of the rink shall belong to	the team whose bowl is being played. As soon as the bowl comes to rest 	possession of the rink is transferred to the other team, time being allowed for marking a toucher
Bowls is a team game but it is the skip who takes responsibility for tactics unless the skip asks for advice the rest of the team should not interfere. The number 3 player or number 2 in triples may offer guidance when the skip is on the mat

	Results of an End
The results of an end is determined by the No 3 or No 2 in triples. While they are in the process of agreeing or measuring the other players should stand well away from the head and offer no advice or assistance unless asked. Bowls should not be moved until the score has been agreed. It is acceptable to move obviously non scoring bowls or distant bowls to avoid delay. 
Once agreed the lead of the winning team should place the mat and prepare to deliver the jack. The losing lead player will clear the bowls using a pusher and placing the bowls at least 1 metre behind and to the side of the mat
		
